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Has the time come to ban cars from
the centre of towns and cities?

Global warming caused by polluion has begun to afect us directly, with cimate:
change startng o affect Brish weather Some people believethe time has come
fordrastic acton o reduce pollution caused by heavy raffic.

There s no doub thattraffc fumes are a major cause of polluion throughout the.
developed world, and are a particular problemin large towns and cites. Ina small
country like the UK, ciies are close enough together to cause high levels of traffic
fume pollutonin the ai overlarge areas of the land. Consequently health

problems are created such as asthma, which has rapidly increased as the number of
cars onthe road has risen. An additional problem n urban areas s congestion,
‘which wastes time and adds to costs. The average speed of raffic i central London
is now only 12 miles per hour, the same as itwas in Victorian times. A ban on cars.
inthe centre of large towns and cities would therefore seem sensible as it would cut
pollution thereby improving health. It woud also reduce congestion, allowing
buses, emergency vehicles and delivery trucks to be more effcient.

Onthe other hand, it could be argued that such a ban would create other problems.
Public ransportin his counlryis expensive and somefimes unrelable. Would there.
be enough trains and buses to cope with the numbers needing them? Furthermore,
thereis alsothe ssue o persona reedo. s right o prevent people from
choosing the mode o transport they prefer? Many people fee safer inthei cars
‘when travelling atnight than they do on a bus or a train.

Whilethere s clearly an urgent need to cut polutio, ths could be achieved by
Geveloping cleaner fuels and electically powered cars, and encouraging people o
use public transport where possibl, rather than forcing them (0 do so.




