A Week on the Goalapogoy Islonds

Monday 25" Marci

Jenny Shaw, biologut, reporting for duty! 'm writing this on a small boat heading to-tie
archipelago of the Galapagoy Islandy, due west of Sowtiv America. My unterest un tive work of
Chharlesy Darwin lead me to- study these slands: Darwin, wivo- s a renowned biologust, also
salled to- these Blands in1835 and way puzzled by the uwnigue wildlife he found there.
Years earlier, after o failed ottempt ot a coreer n medicine, he wasy unexpecteddy offereod
the jobp of a ‘natwralist on board the ‘Beagle’, o small sailing vessel set for a voyage arovnd
the worlds During Hhe long and arduous journey, he spent five weeks on tie Galapagos
Islandy, wirere Darwin studied, and collected specimens wirich kept him Huinking, studying
and writing for the next fifty yearsy: Darwiws new- Leas — kinown ay Evolution and Natwral
Selection — revolutionised e woy people Hunk about the natural world and U s stUL
nfluencing scientists today - uncluding me!

Ay soon as | learned abpout Darwin at sehool, | wanted to- see some of the wnigue creatures
wirleh he studied. Not many people get to- witness the natural yplendouwr of tese Ulanoy
and Hhelr rave wildife withv thelr own eyes....and | Longed to- be one of He lincky fews So-
that & wivy 'mv onv my way to- e Galapagoy right nows...and 'm feeling a bit sick becaunse of
the rougl seas we've encountered....blerghd! I've been Huinking, studyiung and writing about
MWW%WV&WMWWWVZM landy just like Darwin and now- I'm actually
going, I'm full of anticipotion and excitement!! Writing a diary, making notes and sketcires
durung — what | hope will be - an awe-wyspiring expedition, wll provide me withv a
lasting memory of o trip which I've alwayy dreamed of

Twesday 26" Marcin

Sailing intothe Galapagos Islandy, | felt rather Uike Dorwing
an ntrepiol explover. | way dazzled by Hhe sundight on the
woater's surface and my eyes widened to-take un the

Ihypnotising vivid azure blue anod emeralo green colowrs: It
was overwihelming and more beantiful than | ever expected.

At furst, we seemed to- be Hhe ondy living tivings arownd. However, as | surveyed e

rocky crags, | noticed the rocks...werenwlt rocks..... but Golapogos Tortoises! These lanols

are actually named after these creatnnres and they have been known to- live for more

than 100 years! Strongely, Hrey differ from torfolses on e maindand and | was

amazed to- see these voriations for myself: Lotal people told Darwin that te tortoises

were different on eaci sepoarote Bland; Hiey were much larger and had different shaped
shelly for example. lncredibly, the tortouses have adapted their shelly over tume fo- lvelp them
survive on thelr own individual Bland. The stunining tortoise | watched had a saddle-back
shell. Ow other lands tivey have dome shaped shells: (I hope | get tie privilege of observing
them too) Mot species innerit features from botiv Uy motiver and fatirver. However we all
hawe notural voriations or differences, wirich make ws different from our porents. Some
vorlatlony are av advantage ano make sirvivol eosier but some are a disadiontage onol
make an individunal weaker. Long ago, some of Hrese tortouses were lncky enoughv to- be born
witiv He natural voriation of o saddle-back shell, making survival easier as they coulo
reach food higher off tie dury ground, wiriche other tortoises cowld not reaci. Darwin called
this process ‘natural selection. This meany, uindividunalsy witn traits suited to- Helr

Fittest: Becawse tHie adudts withv the adapted shell were move Uikely to- suurvive, Hhey were also
more Ukely to- reproduce and passy on the positive variation. Now-all adultsy on thiy sland
hove the saddle-back shhvell and therefore pass this on to- all of theiur young, allowing the
species to- be fit for survival on tily Bland and so- these wonderful tortoises Unve o The
species hagy evolved — graduwally changed and adapted. over tume. The power of nature
astounds me! Darwin was a genius! | Hought about this natural mivacle and woatched
them feeding and foraging, the remarkable shell allowing Hiemw to- do- so- withe ease and
charm. Ay Hhe daylight now wanes, I'm glad I've shared. some of Heinr secrets:
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Weodnesday 27 Mawrci

This morning | awoke to-a beawntiful, melodions bird song. Looking out of the windows |
sow o sl funedv chhivrping tunefully. Surely a Galapagos funch Darwin had made sketcires
of these wnmsmnal fincles and | had studied Hhem at wniversity, fascinated by Hrein
evolution. Darwin had covnted about 13 obuffwwmpe/yoffmw on the Galapagoy
Islands. AW found ondy on Hrese landy, and nowirere else un the worldd Originally, Hiey
all had the same shaped beaks and probably came from the maindand. But now- Hreir
heads — and poarticndorly their beaks - were not all He same. Dorwin realised Hiat each
funely beak had gradumally adapted to-eat tive different food. availlable on their particvdor
land. So- fincies one Blands wivere large, hhavd-sihelled nuty were prevalent developed
robwst beaks (for Left), and funcihes on lands wirere wuects ov flowers weve available
delicate, pointy beaks (for right). Now- | watthed an insect—eater withv ity long,
thin beak digging out the insects. Observing untenty, | tried to- sketede the funche just as
Darwin had. | watched tihe rWomemrungfrWof—my &yw A-maz-ing! Rugl/vf
nows, | am b complete awe of the intricate beaunty oflowr - »

natural worlo. ,(/ s N “
Friday 29% Mavci /\\\ e\ S

Today way different: | wanted to- broaden my experiencesy Tl
so- | joned withv a team of palacontologusts to- explore He
species wirich may have lved here during prevstorie e
memudzwmwg (and. sweaty!) l/wk,aﬂzwougl/v SO T

the mownfoing to- the site wihere, ondy recently, the

fossidised remaing of o dwarf elephant were discovered. A

dwarf elepirant... ot sounded Like sometiving from a fantoasy story! However, the

team informed. me Hriat o small landy, large species can adapt and evolve smaller bodies
so- as the lmited availablity of food would be enoughv to- nowrisiv them: Wows, I'm
astonished! Even millions of years ago, species were adapting and evolyving so-ay Hhey conlol
try to survive! At some pount thoughv and for some reason His species become extinet: Maybe
U just couldnt adapt enouglhv. Now the delicate fossil i my hand was all tHhat remained.
Holding it carefully, | tried to- imagine the animal wirich this fossil once was and iUy
struggle for suwrvival. Nature had dictoted Hie fate of this species. Like detectives, the team
here continune to- researcie dwarf elepirants and Heir fossids: | wonder wirat clnes Hhey will
Ascover newt!

Saturdoy 30t Mowrci

P writing as | sit watthing o marine (guana. Ity short, blunt nose s well-adapted to-
feeding on sea algae. On one or two- Blands, marine iguanay hove been seen feeding on land
planty or grassihoppers, perihaps an adaptation becaunse sea algae, M—WWnyW

and during certain types of weatirer, con be very scorce. Lately, o
selentisty here have found that, when food Ly scarce, the adudt ~~,—;’

becomes plentiful again: They can switth between growing and A
shwrinking repeateddly tharoughouwt their Uife. A perfect " TN

adaptation to- the food cycles n Galapagos - nature at Us best! % RN ,
Sunday 314+ Morciv o 2 "

Well my Hime here Uy sadly coming to- an end | lhhave marvelled

ot the neredible beaunty of the natwral world; observed. rarve species wirich ondy Unve on Hie
Galapogoy [slands; witnessed creatires wirvie howe adapted un magnificent ways, allowing
animaly to- survive thew reproduce meaning the adaptotions con be passed on to- future
generotions and how all this leads to- evolution. Even more nows | admire and respect e
vorlations and transformations of Life v owr worlds Lefs treasuwre U forever. Following un
the footsteps of Cirarles Doarwin has been a true honowr.

classroomsecrets.com
A Week on the Galapagos Islands — 4b — Text

CLASSROOM

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2015



A Week on the Galapagos Islands — Oral Teacher Questions

How is Jenny the same as Darwin? (AF2/AF3) She writes, thinks and studies the animals of the Galapagos, she is an
intrepid explorer, she sailed to the Galapagos Islands, she sketched the finches.

Explain fully why Jenny visited the Galapagos Islands. (AF2/AF3) She wanted to follow in the footsteps of Darwin, she
wanted to see the unique wildlife for herself, she wanted to observe and investigate the evolution of the wildlife on the
islands. It was a life long dream. Expect at least three reasons.

Explain how Jenny feels about being on the Galapagos Islands. (AF3) She feels honoured to be able to witness the
unique and distinctive wildlife with her own eyes. She feels excited to be following in Darwin’s footsteps and feels
amazed at the evolution of the wildlife there. She feels in awe of the beauty she witnesses. Accept other feelings which
are appropriate and are backed up with evidence from the text.

Give two reasons why Jenny sketched the finches. (AF3) To copy Darwin, so she could then compare the beaks of these
finches with the beaks of finches on other islands, as a lasting memory of her trip, to capture the beauty of the birds.

Give two features which tell you this text is a diary. (AF4) First person, dates are used as sub-headings, personal
thoughts and feelings, some informal and chatty language.

Suggest a suitable caption for the finch sketches. (AF4) Beak adaptations, evolution of the Galapagos finch’s beak,
how the Galapagos finch evolved.

What are the ‘secrets’ which Jenny refers to about the tortoises? (AF3) Their adapted shell, the way it feeds and
forages, the way it has evolved to survive.

Why does Jenny use the phrase ‘Let’s treasure it forever’? (AF5) She wants us to realise that the natural world is
unbelievable and that it is up to us to wonder at and look after every species no matter how small. She also wants us to
realise that there are species today which are endangered which our grandchildren may never see and to try to help
these species however we can. She wants us to take a moment to appreciate the natural beauty all around us.

Why does Jenny use the word ‘intricate’ to describe the beauty of the natural world? (AF5) To show that even complex
and tiny details can be amazing in our natural world. It also suggests that nature is complicated.

‘Was evolution apparent even so long ago?’ Jenny asked this question. What does it tell us about her? (AF3) That she
is very inquisitive, that she is always thinking about nature, that she thinks about the past as well as the present, that
she wants to understand what is happening/has happened on the islands.

‘Nature had dictated the fate of this species.” What does this phrase mean? (AF5) Natural circumstances lead to its
extinction. Nature is powerful and can allow species to survive or die out.

How does the author make you feel about the natural world? (AF6) Accept answers which refer to appropriate feelings
using ideas from the text as evidence or reasoned evidence of their own.

How is this text also persuasive? (AF6) It could persuade us to: visit the Galapagos Islands, to take more interest in
wildlife, to take up biology or palaeontology as a career.

What three questions would you ask Jenny about her trip or about the wildlife she encountered? (AF3) Accept any
questions which show thinking about the text and Jenny’s journey and interests, such as:

What other animal adaptations did you see? What other animals did you see?

What other fossils have been found on the islands? Which is you favourite animal and why?

Will you return to the Galapagos Islands and why?

Write three facts from the diary. (AF2/AF5) The finches on the individual islands have different shaped beaks, the
tortoises on each individual island have different shaped shells, Charles Darwin sailed to the islands in 1835, Charles
Darwin was a renowned naturalist, the dwarf elephant is now extinct. Accept other facts derived from the diary.

Write two examples of informal language used in the diary. (AF2/AF5) Blergh!, A-maz-ing! Wow! And sweaty!
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A Week on the Galapagos Islands — Follow-Up Work

How is Jenny the same as Darwin? (AF2/AF3)

Explain fully why Jenny visited the Galapagos Islands. (AF2/AF3)

Explain how Jenny feels about being on the Galapagos Islands. (AF3)

Give two reasons why Jenny sketched the finches. (AF3)

Give two features which tell you this text is a diary. (AF4)

Suggest a suitable caption for the finch sketches. (AF4)

What are the ‘secrets’ which Jenny refers to about the tortoises? (AF3)

Why does Jenny use the phrase ‘Let’s treasure it forever’? (AF5)
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Why does Jenny use the word ‘intricate’ to describe the beauty of the natural world? (AF5)

‘Was evolution apparent even so long ago?’ Jenny asked this question. What does it tell us about

her? (AF3)

‘Nature had dictated the fate of this species.” What does this phrase mean? (AF5)

How does the author make you feel about the natural world? (AF6)

How is this text also persuasive? (AF6)

What three questions would you ask Jenny about the trip or the wildlife she encountered? (AF3)

Write two facts from the diary. (AF2/AF5)

Write two examples of informal language used in the diary. (AF2/AF5)
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A Week on the Galapagos Islands — Vocab 1

Write the meaning of each of these words. (AF2)

archipelago

renowned

naturalist

arduous

evolution

revolutionised

mesmerizing

anticipation

intrepid

hypnotising

traits

specimens

species

foraging

wanes

melodious

prevalent

robust

intently

awe

intricate

palaeontologist

nourish

dictated
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A Week on the Galapagos Islands — Vocab 1

Write the meaning of each of these words. (AF2)

archipelago — a group of islands

renowned — known and praised by many, famous

naturalist — a person who studies the natural world, particularly plants and animals
arduous — entailing great difficulty or endurance, laborious

evolution — the process of gradually changing and adapting to an environment over time, which may
result in a new species

revolutionised — to radically alter in ways that have widespread effect
mesmerizing — to hold the attention of, as if in a trance

anticipation — expecting or hoping

intrepid — feeling or showing no fear, brave, courageous

hypnotising — to put into a trance like state

traits — characteristics which makes an animal or person different from others
specimens — examples (of a species)

species — a group of animals or plants which are similar and can produce young
foraging — to search for food

wanes — to become slowly less in size

melodious — having a pleasant melody or tune

prevalent — widespread, plenty

robust — strong and sturdy

intently — concentrating hard and being very focused

awe — a very strong feeling of wonder mixed with respect or fear

intricate — having many complex or elaborate parts, angles or aspects
palaeontologist — a scientist who studies animal and plant fossils

nourish — to supply with food needed for life and growth

dictated — to state or order with authority
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A Week on the Galapagos Islands — Vocab 2

Think of an antonym for each of these words from the diary.

word antonym

robust

arduous

prevalent

intricate

intrepid

renowned

Use each of your antonyms in a sentence, using your knowledge from Jenny’s diary to help you.
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A Week on the Galapagos Islands — Vocab 2

Think of an antonym for each of these words from the diary.

word antonym
robust weak, fragile
arduous easy, effortless
prevalent rare, scarce
intricate simple, straightforward
intrepid cowardly, timid
renowned unknown

Use each of your antonyms in a sentence, using your knowledge from Jenny’s diary to help you.
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Galapagos Diary — SPAG

Word endings -able/ -ible

Jenny uses some words which end in —able or —ible. Choose the correct ending for the words below.

TOP TIP 1; A complete root word usually comes before —able.

comfort poss

avail incred
enjoy reason

horr understand

TOP TIP 2; Usually, if the root word ends in an ‘e, chop it off before adding —able or —ible.
TOP TIP 3: If the root word ends with —ce or —ge, then keep the e. For example; changeable

Complete the crossword, using the clues to help you. The answers are all —able or —ible words.
Use the top tips to help you spell each word correctly.

Across

1. The iguana’s size isad_ _t_ _ _ _
depending on the weather or time of
year.

3. The evolution of the tortoises’ shell
is _e_a_k__
5. The information from the
palaeontologists was r _ | _ _ _ _ _
6. The tortoise’s adapted shell shape
wasn _t_c }

Down
1. The finches were _d _r

2. The journey to the island was
e r

4, The finchwas s from
Jenny's window.
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A Week on the Galapagos Islands — SPAG

Word endings -able/ -ible

Use some of the —able and —ible words to write your own short diary entry for a visit to the

Galapagos Islands. Remember the top tips to help you spell correctly. Maybe you can think of some
of your own —able and —ible words to include.

Extra challenge — Use some of the tricky, purple words as well.
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Galapagos Diary — SPAG

Word endings -able/ -ible

Jenny uses some words which end in —able or —ible. Choose the correct ending for the words below.

TOP TIP 1; A complete root word usually comes before —able.

comfortable possible
available incredible
enjoyable reasonable
horrible understandable

TOP TIP 2; Usually, if the root word ends in an ‘e, chop it off before adding —able or —ible.

TOP TIP 3: If the root word ends with —ce or —ge, then keep the e. For example; changeable

Complete the crossword, using the clues to help you. The answers are all —able or —ible words.
Use the top tips to help you spell each word correctly.

Across

1. The iguana’s size isad_ _t_ _ _ _
depending on the weather or time of
year.

3. The evolution of the tortoises’ shell
is _e_a_k__
5. The information from the
palaeontologists was r _ | _ _ _ _ _
6. The tortoise’s adapted shell shape
wasn _t_c }

Down
1. The finches were _d _r

2. The journey to the island was
e r

4, The finchwas s from
Jenny's window.
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