Happy New Yearl
My name is Liang.
This is part of my
diary from the
New Year
celebrations.

Spending New Year with Auntie Lei in Hong Kong. It's going to be amazing ~

so different from New Year at home in the UK! Bought flowers today. So excited!
Jan 27th

Auntie Lei cleaned the house, to sweep away any bad luck Then we went shopping
for new clothes for NY. Bought a T-shirt - red for good luck!

Jan 29th

No time 4 diary last night - NY's Eve. Had to stay awake until 2. If you fall agleep
before midnight, some Chinese say you won't live to be old! Chen fell asleep. Ha hal
We stuck the front door with lucky red paper so no unwelcome spinits could get in.
There were fireworks going off everywhere! Were they loud!!! They're meant to
scare off ghosts, etc. Now it's the Year of the Dog! Today, Grandma and Grandad
came. We got another treat - all the children got money in lucky red envelopes.
Feb 4th

Today everyone celebrates being a year older.

We Chinese say New Year is everyone's birthday! /
Feb 5th ¥ = d
Lots of friends and relatives dropped in. a 4 09
Lugh food!! Spring rolls, lucky red and gold fruit. , )

Feb I2th

The parade! It was fab!l Thousands of people on the streets. We nearly lost Chen.
Balloons! Lion dancing! Floats! Lanterns, lanterns everywhere! Then the dancing

dragon. It went on and on, snaking and dancing down the street. Auntie Lei says
over 100 people were inside it. It was brilliant.

ever dancing
dragon
contained

3200 people!

It would have
taken two

hours to walk s

from one end

to the other!

z . How do people get ready for the
Chinese New Year?

@ What is important about the
colour red?

@ What makes you think the writer
enjoyed the New Year celebrations?

@ What sort of person do you think
the diary writer is?

© What questions would you like to
ask the writer?

@ Why do people write diaries?




Wﬂﬁgf Work out the diary codel

; Part of Liang’s diary is written in a secret code. Can you work out
/60!51’;5 gﬂ_(f g what it says? Use the code grid and the example to get started. q 1 C{

things to do This is called the pigpen code. t CIE'T S
ef st thmgs to find out
H -

*f

@ Make a list of words or Each letter is represented by ab
phrases in the text that the part of the pigpen that gh! i
mn

show it is written as an surrounds it. If it is the second
informal diary. letter in the box it has a dot too.

Find out why the
Chinese name each
year after an animal.

Imagine you are writing Can uou work out what

a newspaper report DJ( L'lclng has written here?
the Chinese New Year

celebrations. Try re-writing

the text using more formal O <151 %1 -l
words. M Ml s 20
KEEp a diary for a few 13y | I 3 ) o o | |
days. You can make up

your own secret way of

writing g‘ you do not want

other people to read it.

Find out about some
l:}_f the many things
invented in China,

such as paper,
fireworks and silk.
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